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Bethany Presbyterian Church
25 N. West End Ave

Lancaster PA. 17603

Phone: 717-393-2690

NEWS OF BETHANY 
Volume 12, Issue 1 
                         January 2010
A Newsletter of Bethany Presbyterian Church
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Dear Bethany friends, 

It is feels so good to write to you as we end our season of Advent and Christmas and begin to focus on our 2010 beginnings.  I love beginnings.  You can smell the potential in each and every one.

January is full of that new textbook smell that excites students about new things to learn, new challenges to discover and the fun of exploring the world in new ways each day.  

Each January I wonder what will change for me personally and for the church.  Will we grow in faith and in life?  Will we gather enough monies and time to support the programming we believe is important to our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ?  Will we continue to see the needs of others around us and work to meet those needs?

January is my question time and as I ask these questions in 2010, I see the answers to the questions of 2009.  As you may recall, in the Fall of 2008 we were spending more than we had in regular monthly income on a monthly basis and Session was determined to find an answer to the financial concerns of our church.  We developed a plan and it was very successful with us collecting more in income than expense most months during 2009.  I have been very pleased at the dedication of Bethany members and friends.  

I have also been so thankful to Bethany for their continued support of both financials and relationships.   2009 has been a difficult year for staff relationships as Secretary Kathy Groff, Director of Music Cas Ardrey, Custodian James Grossman and Organist Rachel Gish have all resigned citing health reasons.   I am thankful for the Bethany family continuing to love, nurture and support our former staff.  It has been good to have Jim Grossman accept the sexton position at the church.
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The Communion schedule for 2010 is as follows.  

January 3 
Epiphany of the Lord


July 4

Summer Communion

January 10
Baptism of the Lord


August 1
Summer Communion

February 21
1st Sunday in Lent


September 5
Fall Communion

March 28 
 Palm Sunday



October 3
World Communion

April 1

 Maundy Thursday


November 21
Christ the King Sunday

April 4

 Easter Sunday



November 28
1st Sunday of Advent

May 23
Pentecost Sunday


December 24
Christmas Eve
May 30
Trinity Sunday



            (Both services)

The Deacons will receive the loose offering on the following communion Sundays:

1. First Sunday of Lent



4. Day of Pentecost

2. Palm Sunday




5. World Communion Sunday

3. Easter Sunday




6.  Christmas Eve (Both Services)

AA Central Services requests the use of Donegal Hall for a fundraiser.  Motion from committee to allow the AA Central Services the use of Donegal Hall and the kitchen for a fundraiser, which will be a spaghetti dinner on March 6, 2010 from 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  The cost for the use of the building is to be determined.  

Property Committee recommends replacement of all 11 breakers in the sanctuary.

The Clerk distributed a written report of the Commissioner to Presbytery, Betty Duncan, held November 17, 2009 at the Columbia Presbyterian Church.

Motion to have the Clerk write a letter of thank you to Bob Waldeck, thanking him for all he does throughout the year helping Bethany.  Included will be a gift certificate to a local restaurant.

Motion to hold the annual Congregational/Corporation meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2010 following the worship service.

Income & Expenses as of November 30, 2009 
All Funds





Budget          Actual          Difference 




Income           157,925.00   174,773.53 
 16,848.53
         


          157,925.00   163,111.31       5,186.31
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Total                     

              11,397.53
                                       Net Worth:   Operating                              13,177.74




Building/ Music/Memorial       

  16,508.41

[image: image10.jpg]We will miss

you Rachel




 
                          Total
                                                      29,686.15
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The Clerk read a letter requesting a Letter of Transfer from Bethany to the Church of the Apostles, Lancaster, PA for members Fred C. Geiger and Joanne N. Geiger.

The Clerk read a letter from Lucille M. Russo, requesting her name be removed from the roles of Bethany Presbyterian Church.

The Clerk reported that at the service of Holy Communion on November 22, 2009 there were 55 communicants.

Pastor Laura visited all in the hospital and in need of a visit.  Also visited Rachael Walker twice prior to her death and with Bob Walker and officiated at the graveside and memorial service for his mother, Rachael, a long-time member of Bethany.

Pastor Laura’s Presbytery work included the regular Oromoo Commission meeting, Presbytery meeting, the Administration Department and Human Resource Division for the Presbytery and the Women in Ministry group. 

Pastor Laura took part in leadership of the weekly Youth Group program, Totally Awesome Wednesdays, monthly Youth Activities Night and have attended Deacons, the Sharing and Caring through Prayer group and the Christian Education Committee meetings.  Also helped with the church Christmas decorating.

A motion was made and carried to have Coach, Linnea Nilson Capshaw visit and have a day with our Session and Deacons on Saturday, February 20, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

The Christian Education Ministry team is busy formulating plans for the Alternative Worship Service scheduled to start in January.

There were 16 Thanksgiving baskets distributed to 60 persons. Six baskets were delivered to Bethany members, six new families and the rest to previous recipients.  The congregation donated supplies and money for the baskets. 

Elder Peters stated Laura Bender (Atwater) is still very active in assisting with the church payroll and finances. It was recommended we give her a gift of appreciation to a local restaurant.

Special Congregational meeting was held on Sunday, November 29, 2009 and the slate of candidates, as presented, was elected.  We need to fill three Elders and one Deacon to bring the boards to full staffing.

It was reported that organist, Rachel Gish, will retire at the end of the year 2009.  Her last Sunday will be December 20, 2009.  Pastor Laura plans to give a gift to Rachel on Sunday, December 20, 2009 honoring all her years of service. 
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Though it has been difficult to say goodbye to those staff leaving Bethany, we have sought out new staff to continue the work they have begun.  As a result we have welcomed three excellent staff persons to Bethany – Secretary Jennifer Book, Custodian John Leed, and Director of Music Rebecca Shaull.  Although they do not have the history at Bethany, they are beginning with time to sync with our members more and more every day.

Therefore, I am so thankful for their help, guidance and nurture of all at Bethany and know that though some leave, God has continually sent others into our midst during times such as these.

May we each take time aside to remember the triumphs and challenges of Bethany and to work together by the power of the Holy Spirit to make God’s plan for us a reality.

Many Blessings,

The Rev. Laura C. Kelsey
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January 3, 2010
2nd Sunday after Christmas



A Celebration of Epiphany with Communion


Message: 

Return of the Magi: Reader’s Theatre


Scripture: 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12


Organist: 

Sue Long


Special Focus: 
Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons


January 10, 2010
Baptism of the Lord 




Communion Sunday


Message:  

Great Epiphanies

Scripture:  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22


Organist:

Sue Long







January 17, 2010
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time


9: 00 a.m.  Worship at the Well (Donegal Hall)



Worship Theme:    Come to the Well


Scripture: 

John 4:7-42


10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 



Message: 

The Tinkerer


Scripture:  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



Organist:

TBA


January 24, 2010
3rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time


9: 00 a.m.  Worship at the Well (Donegal Hall)



Worship Theme:    What Would It Take to Change  the World?


Scripture: 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11


10:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 



Message: 

Seeking Homogeneity



Scripture:  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a



Pianist:

Chris  Walker


January 31, 2010
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time


9: 00 a.m.  Worship at the Well (Donegal Hall)



Worship Theme: 
God Chooses Us



Scripture:  

Jeremiah 1:4-10


10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 



Message: 

God’s Chosen


Scripture:  

Jeremiah 1:4-10



Organist:  

TBA
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NEWS CONCERNS & NOTES

PERSONAL COMMITTEE


The personnel committee has again been called upon to seek a replacement for a staff member. As most of us now know Rachel Gish our organist has asked to retire at the end of this year.


At the present time the committee is advertising the position and will be reviewing resumes and setting up interviews. Hopefully we will have a candidate in the very near future.
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East Hempfield Township has recognized Noel Dorwart for his years of service as a Township Supervisor by naming a park after him on Good Drive. Both the dogs and people love it. 
[image: image14.wmf]
Frances Preston joined the church triumphant on November 13, 2009.Frannces’ service was held on November 27, 2009. She was a member of Bethany for 73 years

Rachel Walker joined the church triumphant on November 30, 2009. Rachel’s service was held on December 5, 2009. She was a member of Bethany for 43 years
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DEACONS MINISTRIES
THANKSGIVING BASKETS UPDATES

On Tuesday, November 24, 2009 the deacons prepared and distributed 16 Thanksgiving Baskets which provided a holiday meal for 69 grateful people in our community.  The deacons would like to thank our congregation for their generous money and food donations and for making this annual outreach ministry possible.  The deacons would also like to thank the many members who volunteered and made this endeavor so successful especially at a time the need was so great.
 
I've included the following for information purposes, but wasn't certain if you want this info in the newsletter.  Also, there is so many more things I could've said but I tried to keep it simple and to the point, so if you want to add anything or change anything please feel free and if you have any questions please call.
 

$170.00 Cash Collected
 $160.00 Checks Collected
$330.00 Total
$170.17 Items Purchased
$160.00 Balance to the Deacon Fund
 

Thank you and Happy Holidays,
 

Michele
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AND CHANCEL FLOWERS
GREETERS




  3 – Brian Ashba




10 – Landon Proffitt




17 – Paul Siegler




24 – Susan Fetterman




31 – Judith Maier
USHERS




  3 - Pete Paxson, Susie Paxson

   



10 - Jean Schwartz, Bob Schwartz

    



17 - Sue Fetterman, Fred Fetterman




24 - Sylvia Doyle, Larry Doyle





31 - Dick Fleckenstein, Jo Fleckenstein

LITURGISTS





  3 -Betty Duncan





10 - Sue Fetterman




17 - David Schwartz





24 - Dick Duncan





31 - Diane Ashba 

JANUARY CHANCEL FLOWERS
                                                  3 – Betty and Dick Duncan 




10 – TBA




17 – TBA




24 – Open 




31 – Betty Irwin

01/10 Richard Duncan                     01/11 Rebecca Cole                       01/14 Jeremy Kelsey

01/17 Maurine Smith                       01/18 Christine Parker                01/25 Maurice Benner


01/27 Adeline Henderson                  01/27 Agnes Taylor                       01/31 Wendy Miller
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Come to The Well

A New Multi-Visual,

Multi-Sesory, Experiential Worship Gathering

Beginning January 17, 2009

Sundays 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Bethany is excited to announce a new worship gathering that will consist of current (and some refurbished) music, multi-visuals, multi-sensory, and worship centers, with a flexible and relaxed atmosphere.  

We will meet downstairs in Donegal Hall every week starting January 17th at 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  Everyone is welcome!

If you want to help in any way, see Pastor Laura.  You can call her at 490-4818.

BETHANY MISSION CORNER 

GIVING TREE VIEW UPDATES…


This year for the first time the church had undertaken to provide a family with Christmas gifts as well as a gift card for food for a Christmas dinner. We would like to thank everyone who so generously donated to the project. We were able to provide a single mom with two small daughters’ gifts so they were able to enjoy the holiday. The mom who works as needed as a CNA had asked for help this year because without assistance the girls ages 9 and 5 would not have had any gifts to open Christmas morning.  In addition to the gifts we were able to provide the mother with a gift card to purchase food for a holiday meal.  


This new project was in addition to the long tradition of providing gifts to seniors at Conestoga View. 


Both projects were very successful and reflect well on Bethany’s Mission of making a difference in the lives of others.
Page 5
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
God is doing new things with us.  At the November Session meeting, the Session decided to begin a new worship gathering at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings, beginning January 17th .  Due to this change Sunday School will meet at 10:30 a.m. during the Traditional Worship Service.
Therefore January’s Sunday School Schedule is as follows:

January 3
Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.

January 10
Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.

January 17
Sunday School @ 10:30 a.m.

January 24
Sunday School @ 10:30 a.m.

January 31
Sunday School @ 10:30 a.m.

Thank You for your patience and flexibility as we transition to our new Sunday School and Worship Schedule

Please note that after January 10th, there will be no Adult Sunday School due to lack of attendance.  If you are interested in being a part please let Pastor Laura.  Or if you would like to attend a Lenten Study rather than regular Adult Sunday School please voice these Adult Christian Education Concerns to Pastor Laura.  A special thanks to Betty Duncan for teaching the Adult Class this fall and winter.
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. BETHANY YOUTH NEWS



JANUARY 2010
Sunday, January 3

Sunday School  9 a.m.

Worship  10:30 a.m.

Youth Group  5 -7 p.m.

Sunday, January 10

Sunday School  9 a.m.

Worship  10:30 a.m.

Youth Group  5 -7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 13

Totally Awesome Wednesdays  6 – 8 p.m.

Sunday, January 17

New Worship Service Begins Worship @ the Well  9 a.m.

Sunday School  10:30 a.m.

Youth Group  5-7 p.m.

Sunday, January 24

Worship @ the Well  9 a.m.
Sunday School  10:30 a.m.

Youth Group  5-7 p.m.
Sunday, January 31

Worship @ the Well  9 a.m.

Sunday School  10:30 a.m.

Youth Group  5-7 p.m.
January Snacks

Jan. 3
Megan Nissley
 
Jan. 10
Tiffany Doll 

Jan. 17
Rheannon Ressel 
Jan. 24
Summer Reynolds

Jan. 31
Liz Andrews
New Youth-Oriented Worship Gathering Coming January 17th
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	SUNDAY
	MONDAY 
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	 
	
	
	
	 
	1

7:00pm AlAnon
	2

8:00am Men’s Breakfast



	3

  9:00am Bethany Sunday School

10:30am Bethany Sunday Worship

11:30am Bethany Fellowship

  2:00pm Oromoo Worship 

  4:00pm Oromoo Fellowship  

  5:00pm Youth Group
	4

6:45pm Boy Scouts

7:00pm Cub Scouts 


	5

7:00pm Session

	6

8:00pm AlAnon
	7

8:00am Oromoo Session

6:30pm Sharing and Caring                       

              through Prayer

7:30 pm A.A Study Group


	8

7:00pm AlAnon


	9

12:00pmOromoo Bible Study



	10

  9:00am Bethany Sunday School

10:30am Bethany Sunday Worship

11:30am Bethany Fellowship

  2:00pm Oromoo Worship 

  4:00pm Oromoo Fellowship  

  5:00pm Youth Group
	11

6:45pm  Boy Scouts
7:00pm  Cub Scouts 

7:00pm  Deacons 
	12

7:00p.m. District Round Table 

7:00 pm  O.A. Meeting 
	13

6:00pm TAW

8:00pm AlAnon


	14

7:30pm A.A Study Group


	15

7:00pm AlAnon


	16

5:30pm White Deer Run



	17

  9:00am Worship @ The Well
10:30am Bethany Traditional Worship
10:30am Sunday School for children and youth
11:30am Bethany Fellowship

  2:00pm Oromoo Worship 

  4:00pm Oromoo Fellowship  

  5:00pm Youth Group
	18

1:00pm  PW Bible Study
 6:45pm Boy Scouts
7:00pm  Pack Committee Meeting


	19

7:00pm  Pack Meeting
	20

8:00pm AlAnon


	21

8:00am  Oromoo Commission       

              meeting

7:30pm A.A Study Group


	22

7:00pm AlAnon
Troop # 4 Campout
	23

12:00pmOromoo Bible Study

Troop # 4 Campout

	24

  9:00am Worship @ The Well
10:30am Bethany Traditional Worship
10:30am Sunday School for children and youth
11:30am Bethany Fellowship

  2:00pm Oromoo Worship 

  4:00pm Oromoo Fellowship  

  5:00pm Youth Group Troop # 4 Campout
	25

6:00pm  Patrol Leaders Meeting

6:45pm  Boy Scouts
7:00pm  Cub Scouts 


	26
	27
6:00pm  Youth Game Night
8:00pm  AlAnon


	28

7:00pm Christian Ed

7:30pm A.A Study Group


	29
7:00pm AlAnon


	30

	 31

  9:00am Worship @ The Well
10:30am Bethany Traditional Worship
10:30am Sunday School for children and youth
11:30am Bethany Fellowship

  2:00pm Oromoo Worship 

  4:00pm Oromoo Fellowship  

  5:00pm Youth Group
	2/1

6:45pm  Boy Scouts
7:00pm  Cub Scouts 


	2/2

7:00pm Session

	2/3
8:00pm AlAnon


	2/4

6:30pm Sharing and Caring                       

              through Prayer

7:30 pm A.A Study Group
	2/5

7:00pm AlAnon
	2/6

8:00am Men’s Breakfast
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Jingle Bell Tambourine





To ring in 2010, make a joyful noise with this musical instrument.





What you need:


2 plastic plates 


Hole punch


Pen


Beads or beans (or other small items that will make a noise when shaken)


Tacky craft glue


6 pieces of ribbon (each about 5’ long and ¼ wide)


6 jingle bells


Stickers


Markers


What you do.


One the bottom of each plate write, “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth” (Psalm 100:1, NIV)


Punch six evenly spaced holes around the rim of one plate. Mark the holes with a pen and then punch six matching holes in the second plate.


Pour the beads or beans into one plate and then squeeze glue around the rim of that plate.


Place the other plate on top, aligning the holes. (Make sure the Bible verses are on the outside.) Let it dry.


Thread one ribbon through one hole and through one bell, and then tie the ribbon.


Repeat five more times, once for each hole.


Decorate the instrument with stickers or markers.


Play your tambourine when you sing your favorite songs.








People often gather with noisemakers to celebrate the promise of a new year. Be thankful and joyful for the many blessings in your life.





Use the musical not code, write the words of Psalm 100:2 (NIV) in the correct order below.





CODE: Before    Come    Gladness    him    joyful    Lord   songs    the    with    Worship








